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A man in his 80s whose stubborn candidacy in a Presidential election led to 

protests and deaths in his country has personally called the victor to concede 

defeat and offer his congratulations.  

 

This momentous telephone call was made on the same day the election was held 

and before the official election results were announced.  

 

We offer our congratulations to the people of Senegal and the outgoing President 

Abdoulaye Wade for showing that transfer of power can be achieved on the basis 

of the mighty pen that costs less than 50 cents.  

 

Wade did not take the results to the deepest and most secure bunker in the land 

and start a new tallying system that would make Pythagoras jealous. The army 

did not make any pronouncements on who they thought should win the election 

or call one of the candidates a “threat to national security”.  The people of 

Senegal trusted the electoral commission to deliver a free and credible election 

that represents their will.  

The nation’s faith leaders were not coerced or bought to support one of the 

candidates in the election. Indeed these leaders kept out of it.  

 

Senegalese citizens who live abroad participated in the vote and polling station 

results were announced on private radio stations and streamed live on websites.  

 

The run off election was held less than 30 days after the initial inconclusive poll.  

By the way the incumbent President lost heavily at the polling station that he cast 

his vote.  
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The strange thing is that it should not be necessary to congratulate anyone for 

accepting defeat. The basis of any democracy is that who ever has won an 

election must assume office. Winning an election must translate to winning 

power. Not in a country called Zimbabwe though according to Zanu PF.  

 

In that country there exists a partisan police force, farmers who moonlight as 

judges, party activists in uniform who call themselves an army, kleptocrats in the 

ministries of mines, local government and indigenisation and a state press that 

preaches hate language.  

 

One might add to that toxic concoction, Christian leaders who bow at an altar 

drenched in the blood of innocent people murdered for their political choice. 

Season that bitter brew with traditional chiefs who have sold their soul for the 

proverbial pieces of silver and now delude themselves that an elected person can 

rule forever.  

 

In spite of all these impediments stacked against them, the people of Zimbabwe 

voted for change in 2008. This time there will be no vote unless there are 

reforms. Security of the ballot, security of the vote, reform of the ZEC secretariat 

and compliance with the SADC principles for the holding of elections are non 

negotiable.   

 

There is a well paved road that leads to Zvimba, a free and fair election will turn it 

into a one way street.  

 

 

 

 

    

 

The people’s struggle for real change: Let’s finish it!! 
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